EGN 1006 – Excel Project
Purpose: To incorporate as many Excel fundamentals as possible and showcase Excel functionality.

Due Date: Thursday – October 4, 2007
The Bottom Line: What matters most is that you really explore Excel and feel confident that you could self-teach other Excel skills throughout your career. Formulas are the real power behind Excel. Definitely know the various ways to add up a column of numbers. Try to multiply, average or divide, work with subtotals, covert to percentage, construct some original formula syntax, provide statistics, and display graphically. Good way to earn a high grade -- show me that you understand the logic of Excel formulas. For example, how would you calculate anticipated savings account balance after three years if you deposit $1,000 today, add $50 each month, and earn 3% interest? Challenge yourself to understand "what if" scenarios perhaps.

Project Ideas:

· Create a monthly budget of income and expenditures, with some money set aside for savings. Create variations of this budget to show how much you could save if you cut back on certain expenses, found another roommate, or got a part-time job. Compare costs of meal plan to costs of groceries. Consider how much interest would be earned on savings if $100 saved monthly. Or how much debt paid on student loans or credit card bills. To expand your data set, make a fantasy budget for ten years from now, when you might own a home, owe student loan payments, and have a good salary.

· Pretend that you have $20,000 to buy the ultimate computer system with scanner, color printer, lots of software. Use the web to research various products and calculate the costs of different systems. Use plenty of formulas as you analyze costs and compare prices. 

· Compare prices on over a dozen products on lots of different web sites, such as the bookstore amazon.com versus the Barnes & Nobles web site. Calculate cost savings over shopping in local stores. Don't forget to include shipping & handling charges and tax.

· Calculate total calories consumed and total exercise with calories burned. Use web research to explore low-fat menus and various exercise programs. Compare calories from a healthy home-cooked meal to a fast food meal.
· Imagine the start-up costs for a new business. One student dreamed about a business that would make custom surfboards, so he did web research (and some guessing) on the type of equipment needed, advertising budget, raw materials, labor for artists & other employees, his own salary. From my perspective, the actual data (whether realistic or fantasy) is less important than the technical uses of a variety of formulas, graphs, and formats. You could try to predict what sales would be. You might go any corporate web site and look at the info presented for stockholders. Go to www.microsoft.com -- look at the blue index on the left side. Visit "Company Overview" and "Investor Relations." Check how earnings, investment, and annual report data is presented.
· Think creatively about any set of numerical data of personal interest. One student in particular had a pet snake. So he used the web to research the price of various snake species, cages, food, vet bills, etc. Then he did some impressive math to compare how fast each type of snake grew, how much they cost to feed, and how long they live. Finally, he calculated the total estimated cost of each snake over the snake's entire expected lifetime. He made lots of charts and included pictures of snakes on the spreadsheets. He received a very high "A" for this unusual project. Similarly, a Barbie doll collector might research the cost of rare dolls sold through online auctions and predict the value of her own collection twenty years from now.

· Other sample project ideas might include: grade book, stock portfolio, analysis of a car loan, financial forecasting for fantasy business, probability calculations, payroll calculations, club budget, home mortgage costs, lottery odds, "penny-a-day" investment value over time, corporate sales data by geographic region, federal budget breakdowns, university enrollment figures, duplicating corporate annual report, and tracking population statistics.

Expectations:

1) You must submit the work in hard copy form in a presentable folder
2) You must also present your material for a business poster session

Rubric
20 points -- Varied use of Excel Formula Functions

20 points – Submitted work in a folder/portfolio

20 points – Poster Presentation

10 points – Use of Graphs

20 points – Clear Analysis of Data

10 points – Unique presentation or idea / Creativity
